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Fine Furnishings Providence Show Manager Receives National Recognition
The Expo Group recently named Karla Little, the founder and producer of the Fine Furnishings Shows in Providence, Rhode Island and Milwaukee, Wisconsin, as a 2005 Show Manager of the Year. Karla was awarded this honor in recognition of her success, innovative practices, exemplary customer service, and ability to overcome obstacles. She was honored at a gala dinner on November 30 at the Four Seasons Hotel in Atlanta.
Show manager of the Year (SMOTY) trophies are awarded yearly in five categories based on the size of the show. Karla won in Tier III, which included shows with 301 to 700 exhibit booths. Each winner receives a trophy and recognition industry-wide. In Addition, The Expo Group makes a $1,000 donation in each winner’s name to the charity or educational institution of his or her choice. Karla’s charities of choice included The Furniture Society, The Fuller Craft Museum and the Craft Emergency Relief Fund. 
In the last five years, The Expo Group has honored 24 show managers for their dedication and ingenuity. “The Expo Group SMOTY award is all about the person, not their show,” says The Expo Group President and CEO Ray Pekowski. “I cannot stress this enough. We recognize individuals who work tirelessly on behalf of their attendees and exhibitors to create a viable marketplace.”
An independent panel of industry professionals judges the contest. This year the group included: Robert Dallmeyer, President of RD International; Michael Hough, President, MRH Associates; Donna Sanford, Publisher, EXPO Magazine; Adam Schaffer, Publisher, Tradeshow Week; and Donald Svehla, Publisher, Exhibit City News. The Expo Group SMOTY awards are sponsored in part by American Airlines, Projection Presentation Technology and Wyndham Jade. For more information, contact: Dana Freker Doody, The Expo Group, 972 580-9000, ext. 1644 or Karla Little, KL Communications, 401 841-9201. 
Historical Overview of the Fine Furnishings Providence Show
In 1994, Karla Little noticed that several soft goods catalog companies such as LL Bean, Garnet Hill and The Company Store were introducing furniture and home furnishings. Earlier in her career as an art teacher she had interacted with various craft shows and as she came to know several custom furniture makers she realized that they needed a unique upscale venue to showcase their work to the public and members of the interior design trade.

Little wanted to produce this show in New England since there was a significant concentration of this type of artisan within driving distance. She chose Providence because it is well situated between Boston and New York City design centers with a great facility that is very easy to get to and not so big that the show would be lost within it during the first few years. In addition, the Rhode Island Convention Center also offers plenty of room for growth. 

Since its inaugural show in the fall of 1996, Fine Furnishings Providence has evolved in many ways. In the early years several state economic development groups and product associations supported the show by hosting up to 12 exhibitors in regionally themed pavilions. Because the show proved to be a good outlet for the participants’ goods, many of those exhibitors now contract for their own individual booths every year. The product parade, which offers exhibitors an additional opportunity to merchandise their product at the show, has grown into an actual “showhouse on the show floor” with vignettes of actual room settings filled with exhibitor work. Professional interior decorators that design these rooms compete for awards in several categories. Fine art has replaced small tabletop items because it has proven to be of greater interest to the attending consumer. Over the years, members of the trade including interior designers, museum curators, architects, home magazine editors, freelance writers, educators, and craftspeople have juried various show awards and served on the show’s advisory board. The quality and quantity of exhibitors has grown at a steady rate and attendance has increased every year with a remarkable boost of 52% in 2003. That same year, Fine Furnishings Providence became the first and only show endorsed by The Furniture Society, a national nonprofit organization that represents and supports the studio furniture trade.

Today the Fine Furnishings Providence Show is the only show of its type in New England. In fact, there is only one comparable show in the entire nation. Little has decided to extend her concept to the Midwest next year with the First Annual Fine Furnishings Milwaukee Show, scheduled to take place at the Midwest Airlines Center on September 23 & 24, 2006. The 11th annual Providence show returns to the Rhode Island Convention Center October 27 – 29, 2006. 

 
