For Immediate release: April 13, 2007
Media Contacts: 
Show Manager, Karla Little, 401 841-9201, klittle@finefurnishingsshow.com 

Show Publicist, Leslie Lindeman, 401 624-2828, leslie@finefurnishingsshow.com 

Notes: 

Complementary images are available upon request or online at www.FineFurnishingsShow.com.
Collaborative efforts from both shows appear below, feel free to edit for your region as necessary.  

Personal Collaborations Trend Prevalent with Exhibitors at Fine Furnishings Shows
Husband and wife, father and son, boyfriend and girlfriend, colleagues, and life partners are all working together on the handcrafted work they will display and sell at this year’s Fine Furnishings Shows in Milwaukee, Wisconsin and Providence, Rhode Island. In noting this trend, Karla Little, the producer of both shows said, “I noticed this trend developing several years ago with a few husband and wife teams. Now, a striking percentage of our exhibitors are a personal collaborative of some sort. I particularly like to see successive generations working together as they represent a passing down of valuable and sometimes rare skills.”
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Among the collaborations exhibiting at the 2nd Annual Fine Furnishings & Fine Craft Milwaukee Show at the Midwest Airlines Center on September 29 & 30 are Tara and Cameron Tucker of Wampum, Pennsylvania. They work together closely in creating every piece of enamelware they sell under their company MacKintosh Enamels. They say they enjoy working with enamel because it offers a freedom of design yet is timeless in its resilience and durability.  
Mark Miller is the shoji maker in Slinger, Wisconsin whilst his wife, Emi, who is originally from Japan, imports and sells shoji paper and supplies. A few years ago in Japan, Mark learned his trade from traditional shoji makers with Emi translating the language between them. Mark and Emi develop their custom shoji designs cooperatively and then Mark constructs the shoji and Emi selects and mounts the paper. Mark then does the final delivery and installation. In Emi’s words, “The project goes back and forth between us like playing catch, while we communicate at every stage.” 

The collaboration of furniture makers Peter & Kate Wright of Cable, Wisconsin began several years ago when Peter, who was working on the final surface development for a series of bent wood stools, asked his wife Kate, who is a painter, to do something with one of them. She enjoyed the challenge of a three dimensional canvas as well as the functional utilitarian nature of such a piece. They have continued to collaborate in various ways ever since. Sometimes Kate will construct a piece of furniture from "found" items on which Peter will repair some loose veneer or carve a “bird’s wing” drawer pull of Kate’s design. Or, Peter will build a custom piece that Kate will complete with her painted imagery. Each also produces pieces independently.  

Among several other exhibitors showing collaborative work at the Milwaukee Fine Furnishings Show are Dan Ray and Bruce Trupold of Amana Furniture in Amana Iowa; furniture maker Graham Burbank and his painter wife Susan Dupor of Lake Geneva, Wisconsin; plus Charlie and John Sweitzer, father and son furniture makers from Champaign, Illinois. 
Michael Roseberry and Bruce Winn of Roseberry-Winn Pottery and Tile of Tiverton, Rhode Island will be exhibiting at the Fine Furnishings & Fine Craft Providence Show at the Rhode Island Convention Center on October 26 – 28. An initial idea for a design might come from either Michael or Bruce, but before pencil has even hit paper it usually gets volleyed back and forth for a while. By the time the form is realized it is often hard for them to remember who initiated the original design. Bruce does most of the actual carving of their relief patterned pottery and tile work while Michael takes over when it’s time to glaze. The job of unloading a kiln of new work is like dessert so that is usually shared. 
The husband and wife team of George Saridakis of Decoratively Sculpted Wood and Roseann Saridakis, basket maker from Groton, Massachusetts combine their business experience plus their artistic and technical expertise to collaborate on aspects of the work each produces. George currently combines woodturning and sculpting using native and exotic woods to create functional and decorative art. A signature of his work is the smooth and lustrous finish. Roseann collaborates with George in the design phase by helping him evolve new designs based on their exploration of art from various cultures and nature. She is also his quality assurance person, to ensure that his work always has a clean look with the finish that people love to touch. Roseann creates Shaker inspired baskets using ash splint made by pounding ash logs, and Nantucket style baskets with interestingly figured hardwood bases. George collaborates with Roseann to create customized molds, Nantucket bases, and handle and rim stock. He shares his woodworking experience as her expert consultant on some of the more challenging woodworking aspects of her process and even lets her use some of his safer power tools. George and Roseann even collaborate on product marketing. 
In their work, Harold and Michele Shapiro of Waynesboro, Pennsylvania experiment together with assemblage that allows them to edit, slice, and reassemble materials. They have always been determined to create objects made by hand. Pieces are created using objects and images that viewed individually may seem unimportant or insignificant. The parts you might normally throw away-- fragments of everyday life are deliberately selected and arranged. These materials are rescued, salvaged, and collected from various settings. Trees are peeled, dried, milled, cut, and sculpted. The resultant works reflect the natural twists, turns, and cracks they seek to blur the lines between sculpture and furniture. Their work celebrates the Japanese term for imperfection: Wabi-Sabi, which deals with the notion that there are cracks in everything, that nothing is truly flawless, and that is what makes true beauty.
Glass Artisans Michael Kraatz and Susan Russell of Canaan, New Hampshire usually meet and brainstorm with clients together. They talk over and sketch ideas for colors, patterns, and designs. Then Michael produces the blown glass elements which Susan designs and fabricates the leaded panels from. If the piece incorporates cast glass they will work collaboratively on those portions. They also often work together on assembling and installing the final architectural piece or sculpture.

Judy and Frank Dubai, owners of The Shade Tree in Moodus, Connecticut each have their preferences as to what kinds of woodworking they prefer to do on their own so there's actually not a lot of cross over. Frank is more oriented to the details and precision - dovetails and other joinery with precise measurements while Judy is more oriented toward turning and the overall esthetics. However, they do enjoy being in their workshop and exhibiting in shows together. They have additional company in their two Rhodesian Ridgebacks, but they haven't been able to train them to sand yet.  

Among several other exhibitors showing collaborative work at the Providence Fine Furnishings & Fine Craft Show are Michael Pietragalla and Michelle LaPointe-Morris from New Bedford, Massachusetts who collaborate on glass and wood furniture and Marcella and Alberto Toro who produce leather furniture, mirrors and pocketbooks for their company, El Cuero del Toro, in Maryville, Tennesee. 
Calendar Listings:

2nd Annual Fine Furnishings & Fine Craft Show - Milwaukee

Midwest Airlines Center, 400 W. Wisconsin Avenue, Milwaukee Wisconsin

September 29 & 30, 2007

Saturday 10 am – 6 pm

Sunday 10 am – 5 pm

Tickets: Adult one day $10, two days $15, children under 12 free

Website: www.FineFurnishingsShows.com

Telephone: 401 841-9201

The Second Annual Fine Furnishings & Fine Craft Show, Milwaukee presents a marketplace for the finest in handcrafted furniture, decorative accessories and original art to the public and designer trade professionals located in the Milwaukee, Door County, Madison and Chicago area. It is the only show of its kind in the Midwestern United States. The show occupies 30,000 square feet at the Midwest Airline Center. Over 150 artisans from across the North America will exhibit and sell their work. For more information visit FineFurnishingsShows.com or call 401-841-9201. 

****

12th Annual Fine Furnishings & Fine Craft Show - Providence

Rhode Island Convention Center, Providence, Rhode Island, 1 Sabin Street, Providence, RI
October 26 - 28, 2007

Friday 10 am – 6 pm 

Saturday 10 am – 6 pm

Sunday 10 am – 5 pm

Tickets: Adult one day $10, any two days $15, children under 12 free

Website: www.FineFurnishingsShows.com

Telephone: 401 841-9201

The 12th Annual Fine Furnishings & Fine Craft Show, Providence presents a marketplace for the finest in handcrafted furniture, decorative accessories and original art to the public and designer trade professionals. It is the only show of its kind in all of New England. The show occupies Halls B, C & D at the Rhode Island Convention Center for a total of 72,000 square feet with 325 booth units available. Over 250 artisans from across the North America will exhibit and sell their work to the public and trade. For more information visit FineFurnishingsShows.com or call 401-841-9201. 
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