For Immediate Release: October 1, 2007

Many Exciting New Features to be Presented at the Upcoming 
Fine Furnishings & Fine Craft Show - Providence 
 

Attendees to the 12th Annual Fine Furnishings & Fine Craft Show – Providence, taking place on October 26 - 28 at the Rhode Island Convention Center, will have plenty of interesting new features to explore. Luckily the show lasts three days because it could take that long to see everything within the 72,000 square feet of exhibit space in halls B, C, & D. 

One of the most exciting additions is the entirely new fine craft section where dozens of artisans from across North America will present fine handcrafted jewelry, wearables, glass, ceramics, and much more. Micki Whelan, the owner of the former Providence Craft Show that took place within and alongside the Fine Furnishings Shows for three years, has helped attract the best in the fine craft field as exhibitors. She will also be exhibiting her handmade jewelry at the show. These new exhibitors will occupy approximately 20% of the show floor space. Among them will be Charlie Barmonde of Little Compton, Rhode Island, who specializes in unique stoneware pottery, tiles and sculpture. Stained glass works will be show by Michelle LaPointe-Morris of New Bedford, Massachusetts. Robert Matthews of Deerfield, New Hampshire will offer fine handmade custom fitted leather shoes, boots and bags. Award winning hand-woven wearables by Suzanne Lovejoy of West Townsend, Vermont will be shown along with dozens of other fine crafts. 
Furniture & furnishings still prevail. The primary focus of showcasing finely crafted furniture and decorative home accessories remains. The bulk of the show floor will continue to feature artisans presenting extraordinary custom furniture designed to fit a broad range of tastes. Complementing the furniture will be an exciting variety of handcrafted decorative home accessories and original art.  

Over 30 furniture makers will be NEW to this year’s show! David Lunin of Lancaster, Pennsylvania will bring his traditionally designed work that has a contemporary twist. Joel Liebman of Hadley, Massachusetts utilizes a variety of materials and finishes to suit virtually any taste and design criteria. Coming all the way from Los Angeles, California is Todd Ouwehand who creates unique furniture through a symbiosis of graceful forms and solid functionalism. Since we can’t tell you about all of them here, you’ll have to come to the show to see their amazing work.
Professional interior designers Lisa Goodman and Laurene McGarry were selected to exclusively set up showcase rooms utilizing exhibitor work to illustrate how the exquisite handcrafted goods available at the show can be incorporated into anyone’s home. 
An exciting new book on craft will be making its New England debut at the show. THE ARTFUL HOME: Using Art & Craft to Create Living Spaces You’ll Love shows the reader how to create a warm and expressive environment by thinking like an artist and envisioning their home as a canvas for displaying beautiful things. Toni Sikes, the book’s author and founder and CEO of The Guild, Inc., the country’s leading online retailer of original art and fine craft items, will conduct a personal book signing session on Saturday at 1 pm in the Special Events area of the exhibit floor. 
Best in Show exhibitor awards will be presented Friday at 5:30 pm to those judged as producing the best accessories, original art, and fine craft. In the furniture segment, separate awards will go to the best traditional and contemporary artisan. A special commemorative award will be given to the artisan best exemplifying marketing excellence.
A variety of exhibitors featuring the best of Maine’s furniture and accessory producers will present their work under the banner of the Maine Wood Products Association. These will include David Jones of Maine Made Furniture Company, “The Woodsmiths” David and Diane Laliberte, Paul Smith of Cathedral Woodworking, William Diffenderfer, Kim Dailey, Al Mather of Sonlight Creations, and W.A. Mitchell Chairmakers. 
The artisans of the Vermont Wood Manufacturers Association experienced such good response at last year’s show that they will have increased their space to include a total of 22 booths this year! "Vermont Lane" will be the largest display of Vermont furniture and wood products presented to date. Among the smaller shops returning to the show are Bob Gasperetti, David Hurwitz, Brookside Woodworking, Danielson Editions, Lazy Pear Gallery, Vermont WoodNet, & the Guild of VT Furnituremakers. New exhibitors include Bazis Wood & Glass Studio, and Vermont Natural Coatings. Larger companies include Copeland Furniture, which is the sole licensee in the USA to produce the designs of Frank Lloyd Wright furniture. Pompanoosuc Mills makes and markets their furniture in company-owned galleries throughout the country. 
Motivation to begin holiday shopping at the show will be provided by a beautifully ornamented tree from the Festival of Trees (FOT), an event coming up at the convention center. Under the tree, which will be decorated by Chuck Carberry, the head designer for the FOT and Rhode Island Flower Show, and Michelle Souza of Metamorphosis Design, will be many gift ideas from show exhibitors. 
The 12th Annual Fine Furnishings & Fine Craft Show – Providence will take place on October 26 - 28, 2007. Over 250 artisans from across the North America will exhibit and sell their work to the public and trade. Tickets cost $10 per adult, children under 12 are admitted free. Show hours are from 10 to 6 on Friday and Saturday; 10 to 5 on Sunday. Visit FineFurnishingsShows.com to learn more or call 401 816-0963.
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High resolution images here: http://www.finefurnishingsshow.com/show-information/photo-gallery-milwaukee.php 

Search for exhibitors coming from your area here: http://www.finefurnishingsshow.com/_artists/search.html 
More story ideas here: http://www.finefurnishingsshow.com/press/introduction.htm 
